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Pf Mr. Lew, is juſtly looked — &«-* 
ppon as one of the moſt prodigious Events 
any Age has produced, and I believe is ſcarce 
to be paralleled in Hiſtory. _ 
lt has for ſome time paſt been the gene- 

ral Topick of Converſation in moſt Coun- 
"Fries in Europe, and as every Man finds him- 
elt, in a manner forced to ſay ſomething or 


„ : 


other about it; all your heavy Fellows, who _ 6 3 
would paſs for wiſe, but who have neither 7 


We 4 de EE 


ome to nothing, and to treat it in all their 
courſes as a meer Chimera. 
| In the mean time, it is ſcarce credible that 
y Nation, broken by a long and unſucceſsful | 
plunged in immenſe Debts, groaning 
os intollerable Impoſts, and in a word, 
almoſt reduced to the utmoſt Degree of Mi- 
ſery, ſhould at once ſtart up in 1 flouriſh- 
ing a Condition, as to be able to clear off 
| all the Debts of their King, ſettle their Coin- 


merce upon the moſt ſolid and extenſive Bot- 


tom any People have yet done, and become 
at once the Envy and Admiration of all their 


Neighbours. The Mz/ſz/ſzpps Company has 


at preſent in Caſh and Credit above one hun- 


 dred Millions Sterling. Paris, like the Tent- 


ple of Fortune among the Heathens, is reſort- 


ed to by innumerable Crowds of every Na- 


tion, Quality and Condition, and the dirty 
Kennel of Suinquem- poiæ has for ſome time 


been more frequented than the Royal Ex- 


ehange of London. 


a Tho all this at firſt view ſeems incredible, , 


yet if we would give ourſelves the trouble to 55 
reflect ſeriouſly on all the happy Circumſtan- 
ces which concurred to favour Mr. Law's 
Projects, our Wonder will in ſome Meaſure 


The 


be abated. 


ft way, to tell us gravely it will certainly | 
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” it + 2a” 
„Ihe People of Frauce, upon the Death of 
their late Monarch, began to take Breath 
| after the many grievous ny ae they had 
| WW ſuffered, during a long and Tyrannical Reign, 
and being in ſome Meaſure delivered from 
heavy Taxes and Arbitrary Power, began to 
reſume the Notions of Property, to apply 
themſelves to the Arts of Peace, and to em- 
ploy their Induſtry in improving their home 
Ma nufactures, and extending their Trade 
over the whole Face of the Globe. 
| The Regent, like a true Father of his 
People, cheriſhed this laudable Diſpoſition 
in them with the utmoſt Indulgence. He 
began his Adminiſtration with puniſhing 
Z thoſe Men who had been their moſt noto- 
37 rious Oppreſſors, and who, amidft the pub- 
lick Calamities, had raiſed immenſe Fortunes, YN 
and enriched themſelves hy equally defraud- — 
ing the Crown and th. blick. When he | 
had taken this neceflary Step, reſolved to 4 
merit the Title of the Founder, or at leaſt | 
the Reſtorer of the Grandeur of France, he 
turned all his Care to the ſertling of the Fi- 
 wmances on a ſolid and juſt Foundation, and 
to the enlarging of Trade. His Endeavonrs 
in theſe two Particulars being publickly 
known, ſet all the projecting Heads in France 
at Work to aſſiſt him in fo glorious an Un- 
dertaking; among theſe, it was eaſy for ſach 
a Genius as Mr, Læm, to diſtinguiſn himſelf 
88 B 2 in 
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in a very remarkable Manner. The Regent 


ſoon comprehended, and reliſhed his Propo- 
ſals, and reſolved to aſſiſt him in the Execu- 


tion of them with all his Power: Counte- 
nanced by ſo Auguſt a Patron, and happen- 


ing to hit the enterprizing Genius of the 


French, he has executed his Deſigns with 


that Succeſs which has aſtoniſhed all Europe. 
It would be ſomewhat Foreign to my pre- 


ſent Deſign, to examine particularly all Mr. 


Law's Schemes, in order to demonſtrate their 
Certainty, yet to the Confuſion.of thoſe Gen- 


tlemen, who are pleaſed to gall them Novel. 
ties, Dreams and Chimæras, I ſhall juſt ob- 


ſerve, that the Baſis which ſupports them 


all, viz; The King's granting to the united 
Eaſt and Weſt India Companies, a Leafe of 
the general Farms is not ſo new a Project, as 


I am perſwaded theſe ſuperficial Politicians 


take it to be. It was firſt ſet on Foot many | 


Years fince, in the State of Genoa, for the 


| fame Reaſons and with the ſame Succeſs, that 
it is now eſtabliſhed in France. ————— 


That Republick, as Machiavel in his Hi. 
ſtory of Florence informs us, after 4 | on g and 


unſucceſsful War with the Venetiaus, finding 


themſelves unable to pay the large Suins of 
Money they had borrowed from their. Sub- 
jects, thought it the beſt and honeſteſt Me- 
thod to aſſign over to them the. Revenues of 


' the Government for the Payment of their Mo- 


* 


5 


ney, and they had a common Hall allotted 


them to meet in, and conſult about the Ma- 
nagement and Improvement of their Finan- 
ces. The Creditors thus poſſeſſed of the 
publick Taxes. called their 9 St. 
George's Bank, and appointing proper Dire- 
Aors out of their own Body for the Colle- 
Qing and Management of their Stock, which 
became ſo Rich and Conſiderable in a ſhort 


Time, that the Preſervation and Security of 


be Common- wealth depended upon them. 
The People both in their publick and private 


Neceſſities, conſtantly applying to them for 
Relief; hence it was, that amidſt all the ſeve- 


ral Faftions in the Republick, St. George's 
Bank fill preſerved its firſt Luſtre. and Cre- 


dit, nor did the Body of the People think it 


worth their while to enter heartily into any 


Quarrel, till they ſaw their Patron and Be- 
nefactor was concerned in it. A moſt excel- 


lent aud rare Thing, ſays the Hiſtorian, ne- 
ver found out by any of the old Philoſophers in 


| their imaginary Forms af Government, that in 


* the ſame State, and ſame People, one might ſee 
”. at once both Liberty and Tyranny, Juſtice and 
Oppreſſion. This laſt Obſervation is ſo very 
= Applicable to the Government of France, 
upon the Foot it is now eſtabliſhed, that 1 
could not help quoting it. Mr. Law, as a 
late Writer finely obſerves, has found out the 
wah in an abſol ute Mane ta make it the 


1 Inte- 


80 


Intereſt 


Caſe, that if thoſe ſuperficial Reaſoners, who 
telling us every Day, there can be no Secu- 
rity under a deſpotick Government, and 
that the Regent may at once cancel all the 
Bank Bills, now Current in France, had Ca- 


pacity enough to weigh the probability of 


ſuch an Accident, they would be nN of 
their weak Aſſertions. 


of the Prince to ſecure the Liberty of | 
the Subject. This is ſo true a State of the 


There had been no ſuch thing : as ; publick . 


Credit in France for ſome Years paſt. ©: The 
Government when it was too late, were tho: | 
roughly ſenſible of her Loſs. They made 


fome vain Efforts to retrieve her, — like a 
coy Miſtreſs when purſued ſhe flew the faſter. } 


Mr. Law, like Hyppomenes of old, has at laſt i 


flung out a Lure which has brought her back., 


She is at preſent. the brighteſt Ornament of | 
the Court of France, and has added ſuch a 
Luſtre to their Crown, as has made it infi- 4 


nitely more Powerful and Valuable than any 


other in all Europe. It is an allowed Maxim | $ 
In Politicks, that Greatzeſs is to be maintained 
by the ſame Methods it was at firſt acquired. © 


And to ſuppoſe that the Regent, or any ſue- 40 
ceeding Prince in France, in order to aggran- 
dize-bimfelt, will take things out of the pre- 


ſent Channel in which they run, to fling them x 
into their former Confuſion, is full as ĩmpro - 
Woes, as that a Man who is — ſnould 


take 


take away his Found ation in order to faiſt 
his SuperſiruFure, Gig T IBS 
From what has been ſaid, it pretty plainly 
appears, that Mr. Law's Plan is founded both 
on Reaſon and Practice, and I ſhall leave your 
own Judgment to ſuggeſt to you, of what 
Conſequence it is to the united Companies 
to have the whole Revenues of France in 
their Hands, with many large Privileges and 
additional Advantages; how great the Im- 
provement of ſo vaſt a Sum well managed 
muſt be, and what an extenſive and flouriſh- 
ing Trade that muſt prove, which is ſettled on 
the Credit of ſo inexhauſtable a Capital. 
The only Matter of Wonder remaining 
with me, and which Poſterity perhaps will 
be equally amazed at, is, that a People ſo 
careful as the Exgliſp have always been, to 
aſſert and ſecure the ſeveral Branches of their 
Trade, and ſo jealous of their moſt peacea- 
ble Neighbours in this tender Point, ſhould 
& ſtand gazing at theſe prodigious Preparations 
= with as little Concern, as it they only beheld 
Z ſome uncommon Appearance in the Air which 
could no ways affect them; either inſenſible 
of their Danger, or too lazy to take the ne- 
ceſſary Steps to prevent it. „ 
% You may pleaſe to remember, Sir, what 
Clamours were raiſed againſt the Managers of 
the late Treaty at Utrecht, for yielding up 
Cape-Breton to the French, tho' by the way, 
Ch it 
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ty had been ſiriFly obſerved and duly put inf 


trifle, as] ſcarce ſeems to merit our Conſide- 
ration. 9 


ding Danger; or how plauſible ſoever the 


one time or other, be entirely taken from us; 
and as I ſhall advance nothing in Proof of 
this Aſſertion, but what will be ſupported by 


2 
It is more than probable, as will appear from 
what I ſhall obſerve on that Head in another 


Place, that if the twelfth Article of that Trea- 


Execution, they muſt have abandoned that 


Iſland before this time. You cannot likewiſe 


have forgot what (truggles we have had with 
them tor Hudſon's Bay, Nova Scotia, and 
Newfound-Land ; yet now their poſſeſſing] 
themſelves of a Country more Valuable than 
all our Plantations put together, is ſuch a 


Whatever Motives may have prevailed with 


thoſe to fit ſilent and unactive, whoſe more 


particular Buſineſs it ſeems to be to examine 
into this Affair, and ward againſt the impen- 


Pretences of the French may ſeem, to People 
unacquainted with their Practices in America, 
and the Scituation and Extent of their new | 
Empire Loui ſiana, I think my ſelf oblig d to 
acquaint my Country men, that if theſe New F 
Settlements are permitted to be carried on, 
the Engliſo Trade will in a great Meaſure be 


ruined on the Continent of America, and al! 


our Colonies, unleſs much better regulated 
and ſecured than they are at preſent, may 


Autho- 


CB) 


Authority or undeniable Facts, I am in hopes 


the Legiſlature will take ſome Meaſures for 
the Security of our Plantations Abroad, on 
which the Wealth of Great. Britain ſo much 
depends. 

Having ſaid thus much hs! way af Prefabe, 
I come now to conſider, what I promiſed- in 
the Title Page, wiz, The Conſequences of 
the French ſettling Colonies on the Miſſs/Jappi z 
in order to which it will be very neceſſary, to 
give you, Sir, an Account of the Country 
it ſelf, and of the firſt Diſcovery of it. 

We find no Account of the River Miſſi 7 Z 
pi (tho without doubt ſomething of i it was 


Z known from the Days of Hernendes à Soto, 


3 who croſſed over it Anno 1541, as he was re- 
turning from his fruitleſs Expedition againſt 


Florida) before the Year 1674, when Count 
Fontenac at that Time Governor of Canada; 
hearing it much talk d of by the e and 
ſup nofing on their Report it might tall into 
the Bay of Cali fonuia. and ſo open a Paſſage 


into 5 South - Sea order d Mr Joliet, withi 


fix more, to undertake the Diſcovery.: Theſe 


Adventurers ſetting out from the Bay of Pu- 
ent in the Lake Ilinsis. proceeded: to the 
Weſtward by Water fixty Leagues, and he- 


ing oblig d to carry their Canoe over Land 
about half a League, imbark'd again on the 
River Mifconſor, -whick convey'd them into 
_ bas ppi, into the Latitude of 42 De- 

C grees 


(40 
directly South to the Latitude of 34, and in- 
tended to have run down to the very Mouth, 
| according to the Inſtructions they had re- 
= ceiv'd, but the dreadful Stories the Savages 
|| 7 told them of Monſters, that devour'd both 
| Men and Canoes, and a Devil that guarded 
| the Mouth of the River, and ſunk thoſe who | 
| approach'd the Place, where he ſtood, to- 

gether with the Apprehenſion of meeting 
| with the Spaniards, made them change their 
| Reſolution, and return home the fame way 
they had gone, contenting themſelves with 
li having diſcover'd, that the Mſſz/ippi did not 
diſcharge it ſelf into the Sonth Sea, nor to 
! the Eaſtward of Florida, as was ſuppoſed. 
| The next Attempt was made by Mr. De 
| Sale, a Man of great Courage and Capacity, 
of good Learning, and well vers d in ſeveral 
Savage Languages. He was bred a Jeſuit, and 
had lived ten or eleven Years in that Order, 
but taking more delight in Trade and Prog 
jets for new Diſcoveries, he went over into 


ID 7 {945 T4 for 
ao Jeal t Iſland of Montreal, 60 Leagues above 2xe- 
„er ber on the River St. Laurence. Upon the Re- 
i commendations of the Governors of Canada, 
who had ſucceſſively expreſs'd their Eſteem 
for him, he was firſt made Governour, and 
then Proprietor of Fort Frontenac on the Lake 
Ontario, the Place at that Time fartheft ad- | 

oe e vanced 


grees and an half. They follow its Courſe ij 


Canada, and purchas'd a Settlement in tbe 


e 
N 
. 
e 
© 
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vanced among the Savages, which gave him 


an Opportunity of gaining more certain In- 


formations touching the Miſſiſſippi, and the 
Country it runs thro', than had been publiſh- 
ed, in a Book entitled Mr. Jaliets Voyage: 


For this Gentleman having unfortunately in 


his return loſt the Journal and Map, he had 
made, by the over-ſetting of his Canoe, ma · 
ny fabulous Accounts of that Voyage were 
forged to amuſe the Publick, of all which he 
was unjuſtly ſuppos d to be the Author. 
Mr. De Sale had a paſſionate Deſire to vi- 
ſit the rich Mines of St. Barbe, and to find 
out a nearer Paſſage into the South - Sea than 


thro' the Streights of Magellan, and both 


theſe he hop'd might be accompliſhed by 


means of the Miſſz/ſippi, With this view he 
made a Voyage to France, Anno 1676, and 


having been well receiv'd at Court, and diſ- 
patch'd with the neceſſary Orders for purſu- 
ing bis Deſigns, he retarn'd to Canada two 


Years after. To make the Diſcovery more 


compleat, he appointed Father Hennepin to 
Travel to the Northward, and trace the Ri- 
ver up to its Source, reſerving to himſelf the 
-Honour of ſearching for its Mouth. The Fry- 


ar ſet out a long Time before Mr. de Sale, 


who was thwarted in all his Undertakings 
by his envious and malicious Countrymen, 
and paſſing down the River 1//;n0zs into the 
Miiſſilſippi, where the other diſcharges itſelf, 
1 2 


inſtead 


612 


inſtead of going North, as he was order'd to 
do; went firſt South, hoping to acquire a 
Name, for bis Ambition that way was at 
leaſt. equal to Mr: de Sale's, by being the 
Diſcoverer of this myſterious River. He 
parſued the Stream to the Gulph of Mexico, 
where he perceiv d it empties itſelf thro' | 
three different Channels, between the 27th 
and 28th Degree of North Latitude, as near 
as he could Con jecture, for he had no Inſtra- 
ment to obſerve with, and then returning 
e advanced towards its Head as far as 


Mr. de Sale began his Expedition i in 1682. 
He ran down the River, which he found 
parted into two Branches about 60 Leagues 
from the Sea, he follow'd that to the Norib- 
ward, and baving diſcover'd its Mouth, and 
the Latitude it lies in, viz. between 28 and 

29 Degrees, he reſolved to make another 
Tryal to find out an Entrance into the M;ſ- 
Pippi by Sea, by which he thought an eaſy 
and ſafe Communication might be formed 
between Canada and the Gulph of Mexico; 
with this Proſpect he took another Voyage 
to France, where his Project being ap- 
prov'd, the King order d him three Veſſels, 
with a Man of War of forty Guns, a confi- 
derable Number of Soldiers, and all other 
Things neceſſary for the inabling him to 
carry on his Enterprize. With thefe he 
came 


(13) 
came into the Bay fof Mexico f in the begin- 
ning of the Year 1685, where he ſought 
for the ſame Mouth in vain for the Space of 

three Weeks, and was at laſt oblig'd 'to go 
a-ſhoar to the §. V. of the Place, where it 
really was, which was the Cauſe of his 
Death, and the Ruin of the whole Deſi ign, 
three of his Ships having been loſt, and bim. 
ſelf barbarouſly murther'd by the perfidious 
Villains who attended him. 
| A War breaking out in Europe before the 
News of theſe Diſaſters had reach'd the 
a Court of France, this Project was laid aſide 
ill the Peace was concluded at Reſwick, 
when it was reviv'd by Mr. 4 Iberville a Gen- 
Þ Fleman born in Canada, and famous for his 
N xploits in ſeveral. Parts of North America. 
He ſail d from France into the Gulph of 
Mexico in the Year 1698, and ſearch d along 
the Coaſt ſo narrowly, that he found out 
the Mouth of that fatal River, and built a 
Fort upon it, where he left a Garriſon. He 
went thither a ſecond Time with Reinforce 
ments from France, and having penetrated 
ber into the Country, diſcover d many Sa- 
vage Nations, and made ſeveral Alliances with 
| Aebem. He built another Fort, which he left 
well ſtor d with Men and Neceſſaries. After 
this he return d home, but happening to die 
on his third N back to the Miſſiſſippi, 


and 


K 


6 and France being ſoon after engag d in a new A, 
3 War, this Enterprize was again laid afide. th 
22 ny During the Ceſſation of Arms in 1712, tu 


3 , A. — the late King granted by Letters Patent to his W 


N 
t 
j 
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Secretary Mr. Crozat (the fitteſt Perſon in] ta 
Gi, France to ſupport and execute ſo great anf b. 
Jt Undertaking) the ſole Power to Trade and {© 
ſettle Colonies on the Miiſſiſſippi, and in all tł 
the Countries lying between Carolina on the. ©! 
Eaſt, and new Mexico on the Weſt. This * 
Grant Mr. Crozat refign'd about two Years a 
ago on good Conſiderations in Favour of the| 
Weſt India Company. 1 
After this ſhort Narrative, I moſt deſire i P 
you Sir, before I proceed farther, to reflea® 41 
on the inexpreſſible Toil and Danger tbat 3 
attended theſe ſeveral Diſcoveries, the un- e 
ſucceſsful and fatal Attempts of moſt of the 
Adventurers, the Care and Expences the t 
Crown of France was at in providing Arma. © 
ments, and all other Requiſites for ſupport © 
ing the Project, and that conſtant irreſiſti 1 
ble Ardor, wherewith the French have inſt © 
ſpite of their Nature purſued this ſingle De. 
11 ign for the Space of ſix and forty Tear? 
ſucceſſively, and then tell me, if after all 1 
you can ſeriouſly believe that what they have 
been ſo long aiming at, is only a Chimæra, ot 
an empty Name invented by Mr. Law to rei 
commend (as it is affirm d) his own imagit 


nary Schemes, I am ſure the Engliſh in North 
America, 


( 15 ) 
America, who underſtand ſomewhat better 
than the: Stock- Jobbers in London, the Na- 
> ture and Situation of this new Country, 
i500 with the Advantages the French will cer- 
nfl tainly reap from planting their Colonies in it, 
nf have all along been of another Opinion, as 
48 ſome not far from Whitehall can teſtiſy, from 
l the many Letters, Memorials, Repreſenta- 
el tions and Remonſtrances, which have been 
WM Written on that Subject from time to time, 
and tranſmitted to England. 
Hou far the Limits of the Country, the 
French intend to poſſeſs may extend, is im- 
epoſſible to be known at prefent, and may 
perhaps remain a Secret during your Liſe 
and mine, That part of it which was grant - 
1. ed to Mr. Crozat, and is now veſted in the 
Company, is bounded by new Mexico, and 
the Lands of the Ezgliſh of Carolina, Weſt 
. and Eaſt, and by the River Illinois, and the 
t. Gulph of Mezzco, North and South; where- 
iin if it be meant, as no doubt it is, that all 
the Tracts of Land not actually poſſeſsd by the 
. Spaniards of Meæico, and the Engliſb of Caroli- 
na, tho claimd reſpectively by both, ſhall 
be comprehended, it will take in more than 
two thirds of the Gulph, and reckoning from 
St. Fe in New Mexico to our moſt weſterly 
8 Settlements in Carolina, about 24 Degrees of 
WM Longitude, or 1440 Miles, and from the 
t amb 5. 9 85 Mouth 
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Mouth of the Illinois to that of the Miſiſſtp- 


pi, 150 or 160 Leagues in a ſtrait Line. 


But this is only a Part of Loui ſiana, which 
the King of France (by a Reſervation ex: 
preſs d in the Patent) may inlarge when he 
thinks fit, the whole Extent of that immenſe 
Country reaching the South Sea, Japan, and 
and the Frozen Ocean. 
Father Hennepin, in the Account, he de- 
dicated to King William, of his Travels thro 
a great Part of it, poſitively aſſerts, that 7a. 


pan is contiguous to the Northern America, 
(The great Grevins was alſo of this Opi- 
nion) and that an eaſy Paſſage may be infal- 
libly found out from Louiſiana to the South 
Sea thro Rivers, that run beyond the Miſſiſ. 
ſpp: deep enough to carry Ships of great Bur. 
then, and he farther offer'd to return back 
in his Majeſty's Service to make the Diſco- 
very. I have very good Reaſon to believe 
that great Prince would have accepted the 


Propoſal, and improv'd it to the Glory and 


Advantage of England, had it not been for 
his Alliance with Spain, which likewiſe | 

prov d fatal to the Settlements of the Scots in 
Darien. It is a melancholy Conſideration, 
that ſo noble an Enterprize, founded on 
juſt and honourable Motives, and carried on 
with invincible Zeal and Bravery, ſhould | 


have been diſcouraged, betray'd and ruin d, 
and the French at the ſame time * " 
| uil 


i 


So „ -£ +4 


LY 


build Forts, and plant Colanies, as I have 
already hinted, under the Command of 
Mr. D' Iberville, in a Country to which both 
England and Spain had a much better Title. 
It is true, Mr. D'Iberville's Commiſſion im- 
power d him only to * eſtabliſh theColonies, 


** ſerved the Poſſeſſion of what was acquired 
* to the Crown of France by Mr. De Sale ; 
bur one of the Forts having been intirely 


raz d by the Spaniards, and the Garriſon 


carried off, and the other abandon'd ſome 
Years before the Date of this Commiſion 5 
the Right inſiſted on by Vertue of that 
Poſſeſſion, was quite loſt and extinguiſi d: 


Beſides, if the Charters granted by the 
Cron of Exgland, to the Lords Procate 


tors of alen be allow d to be of any Va- 
lidity or Force, it may be doubted, whether 
a Poſſeſſion of much longer Continuance 
could devolve any Right on the French ; 

but as the Deciſion of this, and other Points 
of the ſame Nature, depends wholly on the 


F Wiſdom of thoſe Sovereign Princes, whoſe 


Prerogative it ſeems to be, to create and 
annihilate Rights in America, I ſhall trouble 


vou no further about it. 


The Miſſionaries and others, who we 
had the moſt perfect Knowledge of Loui- 
V. ana, glve | us fo great an Idea of its un- 


common 
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** and maintain the Garriſons, which had pre 4A 1 LAM 
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common Beauties and Productions, that one 
would take it for the French Men's Paradife. 
The Climate is fo temperate, that the Inba- 
bitants enjoy a continual Spring, and are 
ſcarce ſubject to any Diſeaſes ; the Soil is ſo 


fertile, that (as Father Henmepin told King 


William ) it yields two Crops every Year 
without Ploughing or Sowing. It naturally 
brings forth in great Abunance, Sugar-Canes, 
Tobacco, Cotton-Trees, Silk- Worms, Corn, g 
Hemp and Vines: In a Word, whatever is | 


eſteem'd valuable among us, either for Uſe 


or Pleaſure, may be found there with very 


little Art or Induſtry. There is Plenty of 
Fiſh, Fowls, and Beaſts of ſundry Kinds, 
unknown to us in Europe, eſpecially wild 
Oxen, which are twice as large as ours ; and 


Inſtead of Hair, are covered with a Wooll, 


equal in Length and Fineneſs to that the 
French have from their Sheep in Europe. The 


Land is every where well ſtor d with Mines 


of Iron, Copper, and in many Places of Sil- 
ver; whereof prodigious Quantities are dug 
up, in St. Barbara, St. John's, and Ende by 
the Spaniards and many more, and per- 
haps richer Mines of the ſame Metal, may _ 
be open'd to the Northward and Baftward, in 
where the Spaniards have never yet ven- 
turd to TEN any Settlement. 0017/7 : 


8 


i. Ka 
Mr. Gage, who lived Twelve Years in the 
Kingdom of Mexico, in his Deſcription of 
New Gallicia, informs us, that the Spaniards 
were continually in War with the Indians, 
who Inhabited the Northern Parts of that 
Province, for the ſake of the Silver Mines 
in their Territories, fearing leaſt the Engliſb 
from Virginia (for Carolina was not then 
polanted) ſhould be before- hand with them 
in gaining the Poſſeſſion of theſe hidden 
Treaſures. He further adds, That he has 
often heard the Spaniards expreſs their. 
Wonder, that the People of that Colony 
ſhould prefer a little paultry Tobacco (as he 
= terms it) before the invaluable Advantages +, 
they might, with the greateſt Certainty, ex- 
pet to draw from ſach an eaſy Conqueſt, 
As for the Gold Mines near the River MF 
ſours, of which ſome Accounts have been 
publiſhed in France, I ſhall ſuſpend my Be- 
lief concerning them, and many other 
Things grounded on the like Reports, till 
that curious and adventurous Nation ſhall 
oblige the World with clearer and more 
certain Diſcoveries in that Particular, than 
any they have yet publiſhed. - 
But the chief Glory of Louiſiana is the ir; 
Famous Mzſſr{ſappi, in many Reſpects the >: . 
fineſt River in the World ; it ſprings from 
ſeveral Lakes to the Weſtward of Hudſon's- 
Bay, and bending its Courſe. directly South. 
; D 2 5 falls 
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Falls through ſix large Channels into the 
Gulph of Mexico. Father Hennepin, who 
pretends to have ſurvey d it from both its 
Extremeties, ſays, it is about Eight hundred 
Leagues long, its Windings and Turnings 


included, and it is very probable it may be 
much longer; for with all due Reſpect to 
that Great Traveller ( whoſe ſingular Cou - 
rage and Piety in ſearching out new Coun- 
tries, and barbarous Nations, and propa- 
gating among them his Religion, none of 
the beſt indeed, yet good enough for Sa- 
vages, can never be ſufficiently applauded ) 
I am inclin'd to think, that he reach'd nei- 
ther the Head, nor any of the Mouths. It 
s free from Shoals and Cataracts, and Navi- 
able within fixty Leagues of its Source: 
The Channel is every where deep, and the 
Current gentle, except at a certain Seaſon 
of the Year, when like the Nile, it ſwells 
with Floods occaſion d by exceſſive Rains, 
and the Snow melting away in the Nort bern 
Regions. Its Banks, according to the Re- 
lations of thoſe, who bave ſaild within 
them, yield the moſt beautiful Proſpe&s 
that can be imagind : They are adorn'd 
with a delightful Variety of Meadows and 
Groves, cover'd with wild Beaſts, and in- 
habited by almoſt Two hundred different 


Nations, whom the French found tractable 


and ingenious. Our Amergan Seamen, who 
| | haye 


«6 - & 
| have rang d along the Coaſts, and obſerv'd- 
the Mouths of *his River, for the French 
ſay nothing of them, aſſure me, that Three 
are fit to receive the biggeſt Ships, and af- 

ford ſeveral ſafe and commodious Harbours. 2 Fs 
| But what renders the Miſſiſſippi till more „ | 
Conſiderable, and deſerves a particular Re- 22 ws +. 
mark, is a vaſt Number of other large and 2 / / * 
navigable Rivers, that run from the E= 7 . 
ward and Weſtward, and mix at laſt with its WW. 
stream. Of the firſt, Mr. de Sale in the Ac- 0 
4 count he preſented to Count Frontenac of 
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his Voyage on this River, affirms, there are 1 

7 fix or ſeven, three hundred Leagues each in - 
1 3 that fall below the Hlinoit, and pro- 
; poſes it as a Matter of the greateſt Impor- 4 
tance, that the diſcovery of them ſhould be 1 
carried on to prevent the Engliſh of Carolina | 
from interfering with the hr in their | 


Trade with the Indians, ſince ſome of theſe 
A _ Rivers take their riſe from the Apalachin Hills 


1 ue up on the ſame ſide are many more, 
F which by means of others, afford a convey- 
ance into ſeveral great Lakes, and from = 
. thence into the River of St. Laurence and m=_— 
Hudgens Bay. Thoſe from the Weſtward are 12 
yet more numerous, and much longer; the | 
at 7 Migonrd;, not to mention any of the reſt, 11 
runs from the North-Weſt ar leaſt fix or ſeven 1 
| hundred Leagues, beginning, as it is com- 4, 

monly. | 
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monly believ'd, from a certain Mountain in Ew 
Ciel, where another River iſſues forth into War 
the Gulph of California, and probably it was St 
this way Mr. de Sale and Father Hennepin o. 
propos'd. to go into the South. Sea. In ſhort, Hv 
Sir, you are to conceive one River watering N 
ſo large a Country as the Lauiſian a, and ex- 
tending its ſeveral Branches far enough to 
open a Communication between New "Spain | 
and Canada, the South. Sea, and the. Gulph } 
of Mexico; ſo that what the Poet ſaid ot 
Egypt and the Nile, may very juſtly be ap- | 
2 to Louiſiana, with Reſ _ to the 1% 


Terre ry contenta honis, non indiga mercis, 


Non Jovis, in ſolo tanta eſt Fania Nilo. 
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As it can hardly then be ſupposd bros any = 
Man of common Senſe, that the French will 
ſo far neglect their Intereſt, whatever others 
may have done, as not to continue their 
moſt - vigorous Efforts for eſtabliſhing Com- 
merce, and planting Colonies in this promi- 
ſing Country: So it ſeems evident, even 
from the ſhort and imperfect View f have 
given you of its Situation, Produce and Ex- 
tent, that theſe Settlements, whether we have 
War or Peace with the French, will not only 
prove hurtful, but deſtructive at laſt, to our 
Flantations in America, and conſequently 

weaken 


11 


n weaken in a very ſenſible manner the strength 
and Power of England, by drying up the 
streams that convey thither the greateſt Part 
of their Wealth, and lopping off the 'moſt 
t, valuable Branches of the Britiſh Trade and 
g Navigation. = 
c For I, When the French havs drawn 4 FA +4 a 
ol Line along the Borders of our Settlements in 0%“ Jr i 
every Province from St. Laurence to the Mzſ- 9 6 
h 8 /i/ipp;, and built Forts to ſecure the moſt ob . = 1 
4 convenient Paſſes on the Lakes and Rivers, "i 
that Form the Communication, they will ef. 44 e 
-| 2 


© 


fectually cut off all Intercourſe and Traffick 

between us and the Indians inhabiting the/,,,, ,, /. 

1 Inland Countries, and likewiſe compel thoſe J. 

vho are our Neighbours and Allies, by rea- 

ſon of the abſolute Dependance they muſt in 

4 that Caſe have upon the French for their Li- | 

y 9 berty of Hunting and Fiſhing; to fall under 

q ; | their Subjection or ſtarve; and by that nieans, 

# beſides the Uſurpations and Incroachments 

1 on the Rights, that have been granted and 
confirmed to the Exgliſb Subjects in Arrerica, 

by his Majeſty's Royal Predeceſſors, and the 

Loſs of a moſt beneficial Trade, I mean that 

of Skins, whereby the French in Canada have 

by r enrich d themſelves, and increas d 

the Revenues of the Crown : ; and had our In- 

duſtry or Conduct been but equal to theirs, 

the Cuſtoms ariſing only from thence, as a 

noble Perſon once affirm'd, would have de- 

| fray d 
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fray d in a ſhort Time the Charges of an Ex- 

dition for reducing that Country: Beſides 
theſe Hardſhips, I ſay, we muſt alſo expect to 
ſuffer — I Incurſions, Depredations and 
Murthers from the Savages on our Fron- 
tiers, with whom it will be impoſſible for us 
in ſuch Circumſtances to make a real Peace, 
or manage by our own Forces a ſucceſsful 
War, conſidering the Advantages the Savage 
Nations have over the Europe ans, by their 
way of fighting in the thick Fernand of this 
Continent. 

That this Proj ject i is nein new nor im- 
practicable, and that the Governors of Canada 
wanted only Incouragement from their late 


King to put it in Execution, appears, I thiok, , 


very plainly by the Account la Hontan gives 
in ſome of his Letters, which have been pub- | 
liſhed, of the Plan he preſented to the Court 
of France in the Year. 1692, by Order of 
Count Frontenac, for deſtroying the Iroquois, 
a very warlike and numerous People, who | 
have on all Occafions ſhew'd themſelves faith- 
ful Friends to us, and formidable Enemies 
to the French. 705 
'To carry on ſo great an Enterprize, * 
W this Writer pretends to have been 
the firſt Projector (tho in truth, Mr. de Sale 
had contrivd it long before him.) he pro- 
- = only to have three Forts built and i 
maintained at the Mouths of 'the Lakes 


Errie 


important Deſign was form'd when the 
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Errie and "EM with ſome light Veſſels e 
for ſailing or rowing, and to be provided 
with two hundred Soldiers, fifty able Sea- 


men, and 15000 Crowns: a Tear for their 
Pay and Subſiſtance: He tells his Friend, that 
the Count being then Governor of Canadaebn- 


ceiv d ſo good an Opinion ofthis Undertaking, > 


that in a private Letter to Mr. Pantehartraiu, 
he aſſur d that Miniſter of State, he would 
oblige thoſe barbarous Nations in two Years 
to abandon their Country. But the King 
being then engag d in a bloody and expen- 
five War in Europe, was not*in* a Condition 
to allow the Supplies of Men and Money 
that were demanded, and for that Reaſon 
the matter was dropt: However, as this 


French had demolift'd their Forts of Fronte- 
nac and Niagara, and durſt advance with their 
— on the River St. Laurence no 
higher than Monreal. within ſixty 4 es 
of Quebec, can it be imagin d that they will 
not purſue the ſame, and endeavour to carry 
it much farther, in order to ſubdue the Ju- 
dians, diſtreſs our Colonies, and enlarge their 
own, whenever they become Maſters of that 
vaſt Tra of Land, within which the Courſe 
of 8 Lakes and Rivers both begins and 
ends. uk 

In the next Place, if the Runsb be allow 8 
to poſſeſs themſelves of the Country — 
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deſerib'd, and a War ſhould afterwards ha p- 
pen to break out between the two Crowns, 
an Event not impoſſible, I preſume, tho' far 
remov d perhaps from the Days we live in, 


they will find it a Matter of no great Diff. 


* invade from thence and Canada, all the En- 


bitants into the Sea, unleſs they come to be 
| enabled by ſome extraordinary Means, which 
gu is a thing rather to be wiſh'd for than depen- 
lt FR ded on, to provide infinitely better, than they 
if 7 can at preſent for their Safety and Preſervation. 
5 R +> Lou will eafily perceive, Sir, by caſting 


with ſent you, that St. Laurence and 


that run between them, ſurround by Land 
all the Provinces on the Main of America be- 
longing to the Crown of Great-Britain, and 
that from the Branches of theſe great Rivers, 
and ſome falling into the Lakes Champlain 
and Errie, a ſafe and direct Paſſage may be 
found out almoſt to every one of them, by 


whole Country abounds. 
| Thro' ſome of theſe Channels the French 
have already made many Deſcents from Ca- 
nada upon our Northern Colonies, deſtroy'd 
our Settlements, and laid entire Provinces 
waſte, nor could the Inhabitants of New-York 
(there 


* 8 ha , 
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culty, with the Aſſiſtance of the Indians, to 


gliſh Plantations at once, and drive the Inba- 


an Eye upon the Map, which i have here- 
the Miſſiſſppi, with the Lakes and Rivers 


means of other large Rivers, wherewith this 


3 
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(there being only a Land Carriage of two 
Leagues from the Lake St. Sacrement at the 
Bottom of that of Champlain, to a Branch of 
Hudſon's River, whereon the City of New 
York ſtands) have been able to ſecure theme» 
ſelves from the diſmal Conſequences of the 
like Attempts, but by the ſingular Valour:of 
the Mohacks or Proquazs, who galld' the 
French ſo ſenſibly, that they oblig d them to 
retire, as | have already obſervd, within 
ſixty Leagues of Quebec, and ſue for Peace 
on any Terms; and that they may eaſily pe- 
netrate the ſame way into thoſe Engliſh Co- 
lonies that lie to the Southward, particularly 
Virginia and Carolina, when once they have 
planted themſelves on the Banks of the Lakes 
Frontenac and Errie, and ſome Rivers that 
run from the ſame ſide into the Miiſſiſſippi, 
is obvious by their awn Accounts, and the 
Diſcoveries of our Indian Traders or Cox: 
reurs de Bois, as the French call them, who 
range over theſe Parts of the Continent. 
Beſides, all the Plantations we are actual 
ly poſſeſs d of at this Time, lie naked and 


open to every Attack by Land; we have 


no Forts nor Garriſons to defend our Fron- 
tiers; the Numbers of our People are ſmall 
and inconſiderable in reſpe& of the large 


> Tradsof Land they inhabit ; their Dwell- 


ings ſcatter'd at a great Diſtance from one 
another, except towards the Sea. In ſhort, 
E 2 £ I know 
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I know of no Protection we have to rely 
on, but that of the Indians; and with how 
little Reaſon we can expect it in the Caſe 
above. mention d * have endeavour d to 
new. 8 
It ſeems therefore very ſurprkring, that 
during theſe ſeven Years of Pe3ce, no Pro- 
poſals have been offer d, or effectual Mea- 
— taken to ſettle and fottify Nova Scotia; 
the nl Province in America belonging to 
the Crown, thit can be made a ſufficient 
Barrier to cover any of our Plantations from 
the Invaſions of the French, and check 
their Motions on that Side by Sea and Land: 
It is impoſſible for one ſo little acquainted 
with publick Affairs as I am, to gueſs the 
 Reaſor why à prudent and frugal Nation. 
inſtead of improving the vaſt Advantages 
that naturally flow from ſo important a Con- 
queſt, ſhould laviſh away their Money only 
to ſupport an uſeleſs infignificant Title. 
That I may explain my Thoughts on this 
Point more fully, I beg leave, Sir, to ob- 
ſerve, that the French having been diſpoſ. 
ſeſsd of all their Settlements to the Sur: 
ward of the River St. Laurence, by Sir Samuel 
Argal, Governor of Virginia, ſo much of 
the main Land as lies between that River 
and the Bay Franpoiſe, from the River St. 
Croix,, Weſt, to the Iſle of Aſſumption, Eaſt; 
One with the Peninſula, which the 


French 


e 
French nam'd L' Accad ie (form d by two 
large Bays to be ſeen in the Map) was 
granted in the Year 1621, by K. James tle 
Firſt, to Sir William Alexander, after wards 
Earl of Sterline, who ſent thither a Colony 
of his Country-Men ; and as a farther En- 
couragement, obtain'd a Patent for advancing 
à certain Number of Perſons to the Heredi- 
tary Dignity of Baronets, or Knights of 
Nova Scotia; the Profits 'whefeof were to 
be wholly employ'd for the Benefit of this 
Plantation ; but finding it a Matter of much 
greater Weight than at firſt he apprehended 
it to be: He ſoon quitted Port Royal, and 
2 with it the whole Country to the French, 
in whoſe Hands it continued for the moſt 
part 'till the Year 1654, when | Colone} - 
| Sedgewick re-took'it by Order of the Uſur- 
per Oliver Cromwell. The French Ambaſ⸗ 
ſador made preſſing Inſtances at the Treaty 
of Peace in the Year following to have it 
reſtor d; but the then Government of Eng- 
land could by no means be prevail'd with 
to reſign a Country, which they look d 
upon as the Bulwark of the ſeveral Colonies 
& planted at that Time in New-Erglazd. 
= However after the Reſtoration they had it 
& deliver'd up to them, and kept Poſſeſſion of 
it, till Her late Majeſty, being mov'd with 
the many Repreſentations that were laid be- 
fore her of the Damages done to the Colo- 
| 1 nies, 
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nies, I have jaſt now mention d, by. the 
French in Nova Scotia, was-pleasd to order 
an Expedition to be made thither, Ann. 1710, 
under the Direction of General Nichol/oy, 
by whoſe good Conduct Port Royal, which 
he nam d Annapolis Royal, was once more 
recover d; and by the Treaty of Peace at 
Utrecht, all Nova S:otia, with the Iſlinds 
thereto belonging, except Cape Breton, was 
yielded up to the Crown of Great-Britain, 

lt muſt be acknowledg'd, Sir, that ever 
ſince that Time no Care has been wanting 
to provide this Province with Governors, 
Lieutenant - Governors, and other inferior 
Officers, both Civil and Military, and alſo 
with a conſiderable Number of regular Forces; 
but with great Submiſſion, I think the Ora- 


tor's Queſtion may very pertinently be re- 


peated here, Cui bono? And, indeed, what 


great Service can be expected from a ſingle 


Garriſon, whoſe Command reaches no far- 


ther than their Guns, whilſt the whole Coun- 
try is abandon'd to the French, who make 
Settlements, and errect Forts by Order of 


the Governor of Canada on all the princi- 
pal Rivers, particularly St. Johns, Paſſama- 
quad) and Penobſcot, and have poſſeſs d 
themſelyes of our Fithery, at Canſeaux, 
which is perhaps the beſt in the World ? 
For tho according to the true Meaning of 
the 11th Article of the Treaty at Ytrecht, 


they 


„„ 
they can claim ho more Liberty to fiſh there; 
than on any other Part of that Coaſt ; yet 
finding that their New Plantations on Cape 
Breton wete ſcarce habitable, they not only 
managed their Fiſhery on our Ground, and 
in our Harboors, but by the Aſſiſtance of the 
Indians pull'd down dur Stages, deſtroy'd 
our Veſſels, and have at laſt proceeded fo 
far, as to ſuffer none of his Majeſty's Sub- 
jects to catch or cure Fiſh at the Iſland of 
Canſeaux, without firſt paying for a Licenſe 
from the Governor of Cape Breton :/Which / 
by the way, in my humble Opinion, is a 
convincing Argument, that unleſs you can 
ſuppoſe that Gentleman to be of the ſame 
Complexion with one, I may perhaps name 
before I conclude this Letter, gy the French 1 
have no manner of Right to ſtheſe Iſlands 
and Harbours ; If they had, it would be 
an  unpardonable Crime in him to allow 
the Exzgeliſh to Trade or Fiſh there on 
any Account whatſoever 3 and the Rea- 
ſon is, becauſe all Governors in Ame- 
rica, whether Engliſh or French, receive 
expreſs Inſtructions from their reſpective 
Maſters to put'in Execution the Articles of 
the Treaty of Neutrality in America, between | 
King James II. and the late King of France, il 
wherein it is ſtipulated, that none of the 
Subjects of either King ſhall Trade or Fiſh in 
the Bays, Gc. belonging to the other, under 
| the 


| 
- 


a) 
the Penalty of the Veſſel ſo Trading or Fiſh- 
ſ ing, and Lading being confiſcated. / But on 
the other Hand, if it be a doubtful Cafe, 
whether the right belongs to them, Why 
have not skilful and jadicious Men been em- 
oy'd to draw the imaginary Line from the 
Foe! of Sables to the Coaſt of Nona Scotia, in 
order to fix the Boundaries fet down in the 
Treaty, and thereby prevent, at leaſt, the Mil- 
chiefs, wherewith our Trade to thoſe Parts 
Has been for ſeveral Years attended? With- 
out ſuch an expedient, Fam perſwaded the 
Controverſy can never be decided fairly at 
Paris or London: but to return to our Fiſhery 
os! Canſeaux. 7 
There being no Hopes of any Support or 
Relief from the Government of Nova Scotia, 
Application was made from time to time to 
that of the Maſſachuſſetse Bay in New England, 
whoſe chief Intereſt conſiſts in the Preſerva- 
tion'of that Fiſhery, but nothing was done, 
for what Reaſons I ſhall not ſay at preſent, 
till laſt Year Captain Smart, who attends that 
Station with his Majeſties Ship the Squirrel, 
went thither by Direction of the Governor | 
and Council: He found ſundry French Ships 
and Veſſels laden and lading with Fiſh, but 
wanted Hands to carry off more than two of 
the ſmalleſt, which he brought into the Har- 
bour of Boſton, and upon his Arrival, ac- 
\ an the Governour, Colonel Shute, with 
is 


a) 


his Proceedings. His Excelleucy commented 
the Captains Conduct, and being obliged. to 

attend the weighty Aﬀeirr of bis other Go- 
vernment of New. Hampſhire, advis d him to 
prepare an exact Account of what. he had 


taken from the French, to be laid before 


him at his return. In 'the mean time, the 
Fiſh on Board beginning to ſpoil, the Cap- 
tain deſird the Advocate General to libel the 
Veſſels and Cargoes in the Court of Admi- 
ralty, and move for a Sentence of Confiſca- 
tion purſuant to the Treaty of Neutrality, 
The Judge Mr. Menzier ſeem'd very onwil- 
ling to proceed in the Governors Abſerice, 
but the Conſideration of ferty . Pounds New 
England Money, a Hogſhead' of Claret, and 
x" ors e Cask of neatdy made him wave 55 
others, and ſo the whole was adjudged"t 
be dif posd of by Captain Smart for the ute 
of the King. 

His Excellency, notwithſtanding the De- 
cree, no ſooner returned, than he gave 2 
written Order to the Marſhal of Admiralty 
to raiſe'the Poſſe, and force the Prizes out off 
Captain Smart's Cuſtody, but the Marſhal 
ending no body ſo obſequious to the Vice- 
Admiral (as he ſtiles himſelt) as to venture o 
_fo deſperate an Attempt, turn'd his militar 


Exploit into a ſubmiſſive Complement, and 
thus Captain Smart ſav'd his Prizes, tho. he. 


loft by it that great Man t Favour. 
F It 
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It would be too trifling for the Subject 1 
am upon, to purſue the Circumſtances of this 
Affair any further, nor is it worth your 
while to know that by his Excellencies means 
Captain Smart was impriſon d, his Friend 
Mr. Smith the Advocate General ſuſpended; 
and Mr. Coot turn'd out of a Place of 300 L. 
a Year, for aſſerting the Governor was no 
Blockhead, tho l muſt own there is a ſevere 
Law againl(t Hing in that Country, as there 
is in all others againſt the moſt predominant 
Vices; T-ſhall therefore only mention two 


ſhort Paſſages, becauſe they ſerve to explain 


what I am by and by to offer to your Conſi- 
The firſt is thus. About. two or three 


„ 


their Intereſt, and approv d. Whether this 


Letter 
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Letter was ever read in Council, 1 will not 
be pofitive, but it wrought ſo little upon 
the Governor, that in his Anſwer he told 
Captain Smart. the French had been too ſe, 
verely us d, and that the Governor of Cue 
Breton ought to have been firſt conſulted, 
tho he knew very well at the ſame time, that 
no Engliſpman durſt Trade there without that 
Governors Licence, and accordingly, it was 
mov d at the Board, that their Agent in Ex · 
gland ſhould be directed to uſe his beſt En- 
deavours at Court for obtaining Reparation 
for the Loſſes the French had Cafiain'd at Cane 
ſaeux, but ſome of theſe grave Senators were 
too wiſe to give into ſuch Meaſures, as muſk 
infallibly have ruin d their Country. How: 
ever, I am inform d, that an Order is come 
over from the Regency, you may eaſily gueſa 
who were the Sollicitors, requiring Captain 
Smart to deliver up what he took, or the 
Value, notwithſtanding a former Order from 
the King, whereby his Majeſty was graciouſſy 
pleas d to grant to him and his Officers the 
whole; but this is the Captains Buſineſs, 
not yours or mine, and ſol leave it. 
The other Paſſage is of the ſame. Na- 
ture with the firſt, and only confirms it. 
When Captain Smart was at Cauſeaus | a- 
mongſt the French Inhabitants, be found 
one Ia Sande, who had formerly liv d near 
Annapolis Royal, and ſworn Allegiance to 
FO = 4 Eo the 
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the late Queen, but afterwards removing to 
Cape Breton, and from thence to Canſeaux, 
by his Practices and Influence on the Indians, 
he forced our People to quit the Place, burnt 
their Veſlels, aridcommitted the greateſt Out- 
rages, and even Murther upon. them, for 
which he pretended to have a Commiſſion 
from- the Governor of Cape Breton; what- 
evet Truth may be in that, it is certain, Co- 
lonel Doucet Lieutenant Governor of Nova 
Scotia; the Governor being tben Abſent, 


ſent ſeveral Complaints againſt this Ia Sonde 


to the French Governor, without the leaſt 
Effeck: Upon Colonel Doxcet's Letters, and 
at the earneſt Requeſt of the Engliſh Mer- 
_ chants and Mafters, Captain Smart carried 
bim to Boſfon, where he deliver d him up to, 
Colonel Shate, with the Reaſons he had, 
to bring him. His Excellency, who without 
doubt is a very good natur d Man, having 
talk d with Monſieur 12 Sonde aſide, told him, 
be was as good an Engliſhman as he was, and in- 
ſtead of examining into the Truth of what 
was alledg'd againſt him, or ſending him to 
Colonel Doxcet, within whoſe Juriſdiction he 


had refided, and committed the Crimes char- 


ged upon him, he deſir d he might give into, 
the Council Board an Account of what he. 
had loſt by Captain Smart's Expedition. The 
Account was brought in and ſworn to, and 
tho every Article of it was diſprov'd by the 

. > C Oaths 


CF, 
Oaths of very worthy Men, yet the Gover- 
nor would have Monſieur Ja Sonde (till paſs 
for an honeſt Fellow. But the trading Part 
of the Country being extremely ptovok d at 
ſuch Proceedings, ſent from all Parts Accu- 
ſations and Affidavits againſt him, ſo that 
being furniſh'd with a private Paſs, and as 
much Money as purchas d a Veſlel, he was 
content to march off in the dark, and to con- 
firm the good Opinion his Excellency was 
pleas'd to entertain of him, burnt one of our 
Ships immediately after his Return to Nova 


4 «> 


Thus, Sir, the French treat us in Ameri- 
ca, when there is the firmeſt Alliance be- 
tween the two Crowns, and thus are we pro- 
teFed, and if under ſuch Circumſtances our 
Plantations ſhall ever attain to a proſperous 

and flouriſhing Condition, I will venture to 
ſay, it muſt be the ſame way Duke Nobert of 
Normandy was carried into Heaven. - The 
Story is long, and therefore I beg leave to 
refer you to the Hiſtory of the holy Wars, 


where. probably you will find it. 520 
I have inſiſted the longer on this Head, 
that you may be able to judge how eſſential 
it is to the Preſervation of our Colonies, 
eſpecially New England, that Nova Scotia 
hould be planted; and put in a Condition to 
make Head againſt the French. I can aſſure 
| jou, if the Charges the Nation have been at 

o ever 


1 


ever fince the Peace, in maintaining a nume: 
rous Garriſon at Annapolis Royal, when fifry 
Men might have done the ſame Service, had 


been employ d that way, they would before 


this time have had their Money return d with 
double Intereſt, A certain French Author 


above thirty Years ago, having given an Ac- 


count of this Country, and the Advantages 
it-yiclded at that time to France, viz. Furs, 
Naval Stores, Fiſh, ec; concludes with 2 
Prophecy, that the Engliſh would be ſole 


Maſters of it ſome time or other; I hope the 
Prophecy will be true, but I am ſorry I ſhould 


q Alla, © Reaſon to ſay, that ies #5 not yr * 
fill 


Tarpeio horas cecinit de Vert ertice Garni. 


Eſt bene mow {ag dicere dixit erit. 


And now, Sir, having obſerv'd to you * 
eaſy Acceſs the French have to all our Colo- 
nies on tho Continent of America, from Ca- 
nada and Loni ana by Land and Water, and 


that without the Aid of the 1 our 


Neighbonts, it will not be in our Power to 
prevent their Irraptions, I come in the next 
Place to conſider the Condition we are in 


to defend ourſelves againſt the Freuch, if 


they ſhould attack us within our Settlements. 
Tho the French in Canada have neither 


exceeded us in Numbers, nor the reſt of their 


Country- 
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Countrymen in Courage; nevertheleſs it is 
certain, they have gain d upon us for many 
Years paſt; and whilſt their Grand Monarch 
was loſing Towns and Battles in Europe, they 
had the good Fortune to extend their Con- 
queſts, and enlarge his Dominions in Aue 
tice, Nor will this feem any Matter of 
Wonder to one, who refleQs ſeriouſly on the 
Conſtitution and Form of their Government, 
the Incouragement they have from the Crown 
of France, and their dextrous way of mana- 
ging the Indians. CC 
It has been a Maxim conſtantly obſerv'd /, -£; ». , 
by all Princes and States, who have planted, „ 
Colonies or ſubdued Nations, to keep them, ., 
united under the Command of particular Go- 
nernors, in Subordination to others, who 
prefided over the whole, to the end Juſtice 
might be impartially adminiſtred, Seditions 
prevented, or eaſily ſuppreſs d; and each 
inferior Government ſtrengthen d and ſup- 
ported by the reſt. In the Roman Empire, 
vbich contain d one hundred and twenty 
Provinces, and near three hundred Colonies, 

we find only four Prefects or chief Gover- 
nors under the Emperor, In the Kingdoms 
of Peru and Mexico two, and in Canada, to 
which Lomfana is added, but one. And eſt 
you ſhould imagine Sir, that an extenſive 
Command muſt neceſſarily be attended = 
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Arbittary Power, it may be affirm'd with a 
great Deal of Truth, that the Governor Ge- 
neral of Canada is more effectually reſtrain d 
from breaking in either upon the Rights of 
the Crown, or thoſe of the SubjeF, than the 


moſt petty Governors, being liable to the 


Check of the Intendant in the firſt Caſe, and 
of the Sovereign Council in the laſt. 


conſiderable Body of regular Troops conti- 


How 75 4 te Beſides Guards and Garriſons, there is a 
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ee nually employ d in the Service of the Colo- 
| Any, without the leaſt Burthen or Charge to 
for , the Planters: All Civil Officers as well as Mi- 


litary, have certain Yearly: Penſions ſettled 
upon them, and none are admitted into Pla- 
ces of the greateſt Truſt, but ſuch as have 


diſtinguiſnd themſelves at the Court of 


France by their Quality and Merit, under 
whoſe Adminiſtration the Country is become 
ſo Populous, that as I am inform'd, it con- 
tains at preſent 200000 Souls, This prodi- 
gious Increaſe is chiefly to be aſcrib'd to their 
inter-marrying with the Indians, whom by 
this means they firmly engage in their Inte- 


tereſt. In every Tribe there are ſome Miſſio- 


nary Prieſts, and tho few or none of the 


Savages have ever been made thorough Con- 


verts to the Truths of the Chriſtian Religion, 
yet in all other Matters they look upon theſe 
good Fathers as Teutelar Gods, and 0h 
<4 Hs them- 


/ aca 2998... * 


2 = = - * Ly =  &S C73 v0 SV yom_ Y 9 * 


(410 


themfelves up entirely to be directed by their 
Councils. 5 


On the other Hand, the Country poſſeſsd 


by the Engliſh in America ſeems to be much 
in the ſame State Britain was at the firſt En- 
trance of the Romans, for as that was divi- 
ded (to uſe the Words of a good Hiſtorian) 
into ſeveral Nations, each govern'd by its own 
Kings and particular Princes, different in their 


Ends and Counſels, and ſ» more eaſily ſubdued 


'by united Forres, for dum ſinguli pugnabant 
univerſi vincebantur, i. e. While they fought i in 
Fingle Bodies, the whole Iſland was conquer d; 


ſo in this Country, to draw the Parallel no 


farther, we have thirteen Colonies at leaſt 
ſeveraliy govern d by their teſpective Com- 


manders in chief according to their peculiar 
Laws and Conſtitutions. It would be too 
tedious and foreign to my Deſign to conſi- 


der the ſeveral Sorts of Government eſta- 


'bliſh'd in theſe Provinces, and the different 


Views and Intereſts they have to purſue, 


nor would I give you the leaſt Occaſion to 


think that I am an Enemy to thoſe Liberties 


and Privileges, moſt of them enjoy by the Fa- 


vour of the Crown; I ſhall therefore only 
obſerve, that next to their being indepen- 


dent one of another, nothing weakens our 


Plantktions more, nor will expoſe them to 
greater Danger in Caſe of a War with France, 


VE the unskilful Adminiſtration (to call it 


G no 


e 


no worſe) of thoſe, who are appointed 
Governors of many of them, and are 
left to truſt to Providence for their Sub- 
 fiſtance. oo = 

[ will not-ſay that all who come hither, 
like thoſe in David's Camp, are in Debt or 
_ Diſtreſs, and conſequently unfit to advance 
Matters of publick Intereſt; but you may 
find ſome in London, who can inform you, 
that in time of War the Indians have been 
ſupply'd with Powder and Shot, the French 
with Proviſffons, and the Spaniards with Na- 
val Stores. Themiſtocles ſaid, that he could 
not play on a Fiddle, but underſtood how to 
make a little City a great one; but ſome of 
_ theſe fiddling Gentlemen, by keeping up Par- 
ties and Factions, and oppreſſing the People 
under Colour of his Majeſties Authority, 
have made a flouriſhing Colony a very poor 
one. 
And here I beg leave to mention another 
Set of Officers, who are ſettled in every Pro- 
vince by Commiſſions from Exgland, but 
without any Salaries annex'd to the ample 
Powers they are inveſted with. Theſe are 
Judges, Advocates, Regiſters, and Marſhals 
of Admiralty, who having nothing to de- 
pend on but the Fees of Court, and being al- 
together unqualify'd for ſuch Employments, 
by promoting litigious Actions, and pro- 
nouncing unjuſt Decrees, have brought our 
| Trade 
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Trade under a very ſenſible Decay. It is pity 
ſo uſeful a Court in theſe Parts ſhould not 
be better eſtabliſhd: I am perſwaded, if the 
Nation confider'd how much their Intereſt 
depends upon the Proſperity of the Planta- 
tions, and at the ſame time, what Diſcou- 
ragements we lie under by the means of ſuch 
Volunteer Governors, Judges, &c, who uſe 
their Commiſſions as ſome do Letters of Re- 
priſals, they would order theſe Matters to 
be more ſtrictly examin'd, and take proper 
Methods for preventing ſo great Abuſes. 

But to give you a more diſtin View of the 
Difference between the Colonies depending 
abſolutely on the Crown, and ſuch as are 
granted by Patents and Charters, with Re- 
ſpect to the Reſiſtance they are able to make 
in Time of War: I need only compare Vir- 
ginia and New York with New England and 
Carolina, 1 

Virginia was planted Anno 1584, at the 
Charges, and by the Direction of the in- 
comparable Sir Walter Raleigh, who took 
Poſſeſſion of it by Amadas and Barlow in 
the Name of Queen Elizabeth. In the Year 
1606, a Commiſſion was granted to ſome 
Noblemen and Merchants to advance the 
Settlements under the Government of Cap- 
tain Smith, who was ſucceeded by Lord De- 
laware. Since that time the Colony has flou- 
riſh'd ſo much, having been always ſupplyd 
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with great Men for their Governors, who 


not only kept the Indians in Subjection. but 
acquir d to the Crown New Tor, Nova So- 
tia, and all the Countries lying to the Soxth- 
ward of St. Laurence, as I have ſaid before, 
that it is at preſent of more Value to En- 
gland than perhaps halt of the Plantations on 


the Continent befides. 
New York has been no leſs happily go- 


vern'd; they have inviolably maintain'd 
their Alliance with the numerous Nations 


of the Iroquois, and by that means preſerv'd 
the Tranquillity of their Country. 


On the contrarv, the Inhabitants of New 
Englas al and Carolina find the Savages impla- 
cable Enemies, for which I think no other 
Reaſon can be aſſign d, than that the Go- 
vernors of theſe Colonies hive not Autho- 
rity enough to prevent the unfair Ufage, 
the Indians frequently complain of, or neg- 


lect to give them due Satisfaction when they 


are wrongd. In ſhorr, Sir, he ought to be 
a cunning Man that treats with the Indians, 
and theretore the French leave that Buſine 5 
to the Jeſuits. : 
| To conclude this Point, as his Majeſty's 
Dominion on this Continent is canton'd in- 


to ſo many petty independent States or Com- 


mon: Wealths, whereof there is ſcarce one 
that can expect Relief or Aſſiſtance from 
another, in the moſt 1 Imminent Danger, which 


! could 
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1 could make appear by ſeveral Inſtances; 


as the Inhabitants of each Colony are una- 
ble to defend themſelves againſt a.powerful 


Army of French and Indians, and the Admi- 


niſtration of ſome of them too weak and un- 


ſteady to be confided in, and as it ſeems im- 


poſſible we ſhould ever ſucceed in engaging 
ths Indians on our fide againſt the' French, 


for the Reaſons I have already given, I think 
it naturally follows, that ſome time or 


orher, the Miiſſaſippi will drown our Settle- 
ments on the Main of America. 


The third unhappy Circumſtance that at- 7 Ae. £ 
lidl. „0 0 


tends the French ſettling in the Louiſſana 
with reſpe& to us, is their being thereby 
Maſters of the Gulph of Mexico, and conſe- +: 


2 8 2 - 


quently in a Condition to ruin our Trade to 2 


Jamaica. They are already poſſeſsd of a' 
great Part of Hiſpaniola, they have not long 
ago taken Penſicole from the Spaniards, a 


Place of very great Importance, and 1 He 


they have fortified their Sertlements at the 
Mouth of the Miiſilſippi, Havana and Vera 


Crux will probably fall into their Hands al- £4 Ay ary eee, 


ſo. How much it concerns the Intereſt of 
| England, that the Rights of the Crown of 
Spain thould be aſſerted and preſerv'd in the 
Weft Indies, we learn from the Example of 
Queen Elizabeth, who had it in her Power, 


RA l 


as Sir Walter Raleig h affirms, to have ſtrippd 


her Rey 0 Enemy King Philip II. of thofe 
Domi- 


\ 
- OY CON IP 


; 
$ 
| 
| 


" — 4 
* 
* on 
— * 
* 


1 N * 


zur 
— 


—————  — Ä 
*% 


W—_ — 


| 
; 
. 
* 
z 
t 


(46) 


upon by her Officers to put the Deſign in 


Execution, I cannot therefore believe that 


the French will ever be allow'd directly 


/ 
de. e. wah 
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. againſt the Letter of the Treaty of Verde 


to enjoy any Acquiſitions they have made in 


America during this War (which undoubt- 


edly we ſhould not have engag'd in but upon 


the wiſeſt Reaſons, and moſt mature Delibe 
rations) ſince in ſuch a Caſe, they would 
plainly have made us the Cat's Foot, and the 


headleſs Inſtruments of our own Deſtruction. 

In the laſt Place, when the French have 
planted Louiſiana, they will be able to ſup- 
ply from thence the Markets of Europe with 
Tobacco, Sugars, and all other Sorts of 


Commodities, growing or produc'd in our 
Plantations at a much cheaper Rate than we 


can ; for beſides the Goodneſs of the Soil, 


and the Induſtry and Frugality of the French, 
wherein they infinitely exceed us, the Plan- 


ters are furniſh'd with Neceſſaries from France 
at a moderate Price, which is ſettled by the 
Company, and affix'd in thoſe Store-houſes 
and Magazines they have in the Colony, 
half the Number of Negrozs we commonly 
employ will ſuftice them, Nd theſe they have 
Liberty to bring directly from Guinea; 
the Country abounds with all Kinds of 
Proviſion, which our Iſlands want extreme- 


Dominions, and yet could not be prevail'd 


r 


ly, nor will the Inhabitants be oppreſsd 
| with 


% 


T9 ) | 
with grievous Taxes and Impoſts, as we are, 
to ſupport their Civil Government: To give 
you an undeniable Inſtance of this, Sugar at 
this time is ſold in Jamaica for three and /. 


twenty Shillings per hundred, and in Hiſpa- nd 
Ae 


niola for Six and Six-pence, which is the 


Reaſon the Merchants in Jamaica clande- 
ſtinely import vaſt Quantities of the French 
Sugars, and ſend them to England. Whence 
it is evident, the Conſumption of our ennu- 
merated Plantation-Goods muſt center en- 
tirely in Great- Britain, and what then be- 
comes of our Commerce up the Elbe and Ve- 
ſer, the two Rivers (as we are told) of the 
greateſt Conſequence in the World to England, 
the Thames and Severn excepted, thro whoſe 
Streams ſo great a Part of our Riches is con- 


vey d, and flows home continually amongſt us? 


Well! But the Chimerical Gentlemen aſſure 
us, that the French cannot within the Com- 


paſs of an Age bring their Settlements to ſuch 


a Degree of Perfection, as to interfere with 
our Intereſt, and ſo we ſhall have Peace in our 
Days; if this was true, is there no regard 
due to thoſe who come after us? Or are we 
to be the leſs careful to prevent the Danger, 
becauſe it may only overtake our Children? 
But to convince you, Sir, that even from 
this Moment we may expect to feel the Ef- 
fects of their growing Colony, it will be ſuf- 
ficient that I obſerve only two ways amongſt 
many 
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many others, the Regent has taken to encre 
the Number, and encourage the T1»dujiry-of | 
the Planters. * 
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Firſt, all Perſons who have a mind to go 


© thither, are furniſh'd with Ships and Neceſſa- 
«x 
2 

2 | 


ries at the publick Charge ; thoſe who are 
bred up in the Hoſpitals (whereof there is a 


prodigious Number in France) are tranſport- 
ed in the ſame Manner, and every ſingle Man 


is oblig d to marry an India» Woman. In 
the next Place to enable them to Trade a- 


mongſt themſelves. they have a continual 


ſupply of twenty five Millions in Bank Bills 
granted them, by an Arret of the 16th of 
July laſt, and as the Preamble of that Arret 


may ſerve to give you a clearer Idea of the 


State of that Country, I ſhall here inſert it, 


to ſave you the trouble of conſulting the 


publick Papers. es 
The King having by his Letters Patents 


* of the Month of Auguſt 1717, eſtabliſh'd a 


Trading Company under the Name of the 


* Weſt India Company, and by his Edict in 
May laſt, reunited to the ſaid Company 
„the Trade to the Eaſt Indies, China, &c 
His Majeſty ſees with great Satisfaction, 
* that that Company takes the . beſt Mer 
* ſures for ſecuring the Succeſs of its Eſta- 
* bliſhment, that they ſend a great Number 
of Inhabitants to the Country of Loui ſiana, 
which was granted them, that many pri 

| vate 
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vate Perſons make Settlements in that Co. 


* lony, and fend thither Husbandmen, Til 
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lers, and other Handicrafts Men, to ma 


nure and improve the Land, ſow Corn, 


-* plant Tobacco, breed Silk: worms, and do 
vhatever is neceſſary to improve the Coun- 
try. Furthermore, his Majeſty being in- 
form d, that the ſaid Indian Company is 
at great Charges tor tranſporting the ſaid 
Inhabitants, and furniſhing the Colony 
with Meal and other Neceſſaries, till the 


Land affords a ſufficient Quantity of Pro- 
viſions for their Subſiſtance, that the Com- 


- pany ſends thither all Sorts of Goods and 
Merchandizes, to render the Life of the 
Inhabitants more comfortable, and that 
for preventing Abuſes too frequent in Co- 


lonies, they have taken Care to ſettle the 


Price thereof at a moderate Rate by a 
general Tariff, &c. Which Diſpoſitions 
have appear d ſo wiſe and neceſſary, that 
his Majeſty is reſolv'd to favour the Exe- 


cntion thereof, and knowing that the ex- 


changing of Goods not being ſufficient to 
carry on Commerce in its full Extent, it is 


neceſſary in the beginning of Eſtabliſh- 


ments of this Nature, to give them all 


poſſible Protection and Countenanee, his 
Majeſty has reſolv'd to ſupply the ſaid 


Company with a Sum of- Bank Bills to 
© enable the Inhabitants of Louiſiana to 


H Trade 


(50) | 


* Trade amongſt themſelves, and bring into 
© France the Fruits of their Labour, 1846. 
* Ws and Oeconomy without any Riſque 
*-or Charge. 
The Effects of theſe wiſe Ordinances are 
but too viſible. their Settlements being al- 
ready farther advanced and in a better Con- 
dition than ours were in Virginia for twenty 
Tears after it was firſt planted, nor indeed is 
it poſſible to conceive how they can miſcarry 
in their vaſt Deſigns, being ſupported by the 
Revenues of France, and thoſe Revenues en 
creas'd by their induſtry and Labour. 
Would a certain Body of Men, who in 
ſome other Points diſdain not to Copy after 
Mr. Law's Schemes, inſtead of Stock jobbing 
the publick Debts (whereby the Nation evi- 
dently loſes great Sums, eſpecially to Foreig- 
ners) employ their Money and Intereſt at 
Court, in ſecuring and enlarging our Trade, 
by planting fine Countries belonging to the 
Crown in America, which at preſent are in- 
habited by Indian: only, and wild Beaſts, 
they might with a great Deal. of Juſtice be 
entitled to the Honour of being thought the 
Engliſh Miſſiſſippi Company, but if neither this 
nor any other Undertaking equally Beneft- 
cial to the Kingdom be intended, I leave you 
to judge, whether malicious Perſons at leaſt, 
will not be ready to ſuggeſt, that whilſt ſome 
go about to leſſen our * Apprehenſions of 1. 
* real 


(gr) 


real Danger, they endeavour only to amuſe 


us with : himeras of. their own: 
Having finiſh d the Reflections, I propos'd 
to preſent you with on the Conſequences 
of the French ſettling themſelves in Louiſiana 
with Reſpect to our Plantations, I ſhall con- 
clade my Letter in the Words of Dr. Davenant, 


which may very properly, in my Opinion, be 


apply d to the French at this time, In ſome Parts 
they ſupplant ut, and every where oute wit us, and 
when we obſerve them ſtill endeavonring to get 
"Ground, and never yielding any Point, but 
forming long Schemes, calculated to take Ef- 
ſect for many Years to come, in order to enlarge 
themſelves at any Bxpentes, it will become good 
Patriots to look about them, and to to take Care, 
leſt in time England ſhould be in 4 Manner ex- 
eluded from the Commercial ren 1 an 


Sn, 8. 
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Am ſorry to find my fears about the Plan- 
tations too well juſtify d by the Accounts 
we have this Moment receivd from South 
| Carolina, the Subſtance whereof is, that the 
Inhabitants have depos'd their Governor, 
and ſet up one of their own chuſing in his 
Room. In what manner theſe Proceedings 
will be reſented in England, I will not take 
upon me to determine, but with humble Sub- 
million to our Superiors, I beg leave to affirm, 
that they will find it no eaſy Matter to pre- 
vent ſuch unwarrantable Steps, ſo long as 
Oppreſſion and Corruption are ſuffer d to 
reign amongſt ns, and thoſe who are injur d. 
muſt be oblig'd to attend ſome B-— ds many 
Months, nay Years, and at laſt return perhaps 
without being heard. When the Roman Gran- 
dee told the old Woman, who deliver'd him 
a Petition, that he was not at Leiſure to 
mind it, ſhe ſmartly reply d, exe te officio, 
"Zhen quit your Poſt. In my next you may ex- 
pect more of this. 1 + : 
In the mean time be pleas'd to conſider 
the following Caſe, which I think proper 
to fubjoin here, becauſe it fully explains 
what I have already advanced concerning 
os 1 the 
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the Courts of Admirale effabliti'd | in Aue. 
ies. 5 1 lane r 
A Gehts who was Ae General 
in one of theſe: Courts; *having been- 5 
pended, very unjuſtly as he believ d. by 
the -carrying his Complaint to England 


Soon after his Atrival, he ſignified in à Let- 


er to à Perſon of Honour, that the Hard 

Mage he had met with from C. S. in being 
diſcharged by his Order on the 23d of June 
laſt, without any Colour of Reaſon or No- 
tice given him, not only from exerciſing the 
Office of Advotate General, toi likewiſe from 
pleading in the Court during his pleaſure, 
had forced him to leave America, in order 


to make. his Rpplication to the L. more 


effectually, and that if their - would 
give him leave, he hop-d he ſhould be able 
to prove, that as the 9 . in Quality of 
Vice Admiral; had us d his utmoſt Endea- 
vouts to fuppreſs their D Authority and 
Juriſdiction in thoſe Parts, and thereby ruin 
the Trade of the Inhabitants; ſo the Op- 
preſſion he complain'd of, procceded only 
from his adhering to the ſtrict Rules of his 
Duty, and refuſing to Juſtify. ſuch Arbitrary 


Trace. 


This Letter was follow d. by a Memorial 


| 0 the Bd, wherein! he repreſciited, 
that after the many 1 hs 
Aren laid before their 'L- 


"againſt 
that 
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that 9— 8 8 with Reſpect to 
Admiralty Matters, the little Regard he had 
ſhew'd'to ene Orders, and the In- 
juries, the Complainant ſuffer d from him for 
aſſerting the Rights of the Crown and their 
Authority, he humbly conceiv'd/ it was his 
Duty to attend their L—— with a full and 
particular Aceount of the great Abuſes com- 
mitted by that Gentleman, under Colour of 
1 Commiſſion for being N28 Aalen. And 

| That by Virtue e he Alen the 
Power of ifſaing out Warrants under his 
Hand and Seal (with a Clauſe directing mi- 
litary Execution to be usd in Caſe, of Reſi- 
ſtance) to the Marſbal of Admiralty, or ſuch 
other Perſons, as he thinks fit to appoint 
from time to time, for citing Parties, exa- 
mining Witneſſes, - making. -Diſcoveries u pom 
Oath of Perquiſites of 1 and for 
ſeixing under that Pretence Ships and Eſecks, 
aud diſpoſing of the ſume without. any legal Pro- 
ce or Tryal to. his own Uſe, and generally to 
execute by his own Authority only, all other ju- 
dicial Ads whatſoever, to the grievous . 
. on of his Majeſties SubjeTs, — B ug 

To prove this Article, he ſet forth, that 
the moſt beneficial, and indeed the only Trade 
that Country has to depend on during the e 
Winter Seaſon, is.Whale-fiſbing, „ the t 
Rod conſtantly obſerved by. thoſe, who 0 

wor 
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work upon the Whales, is, after they have 


ſtruck their Irons, and marked the Places 
which are wounded, they leave them to be 
driven aſhoar by the Winds and Tides,' and 
vpon making out their reſpeQive Properties, 
they have the Whales deliver d up by the 
Finders. That the I, 0118 ſtan- 
ding clear and evident Proofs brought by 
the Claimants, not only poſſeſſed himſelf at N 
ſeveral Times of ſundry Whales, but took . 


by Force conſiderable Ocumiritles of Oil and *1 . 3 
Bone out of the Hands of the lawful Ow- —— 
ners, and laſt Winter ſeiz'd about thirteen | 
Whales, which were killd i in the Bay, and 
taken upon the Land. \ ol 
That the ſaid Advocate General at the Re- | 
queſt of the Parties aggriev'd, and purſuant 1 
to his Duty, moved in Court, that the Pro- We. | 
perty of the Whales might be tryed and ad- | - 
| judged according to Law, and that having „ 
exhibited Libels for that Purpoſe, he ob- 1 
tain d a Decree upon one of them in Favour | } 1 
of the Claimers, tho' by means of the 1 
G . ſham Warrants, ſeveral long and | bY: 
f unneceſſary Adjournments of the Court, and 1-3 
| many other Obſtructions which were thrown : 1 
in the way, to deterr others from applying |=. 
in the like manner for Redreſs, the Charges 4. 
equall d almoſt the Value of the Whale ; but |- 9 
that two Days before he was to be heard on 1 
the reſt, to prevent making any farther Op- 1 
poſt tion 
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who preſented it, aſſures us, that it has been 


Juſteacd of being uſeful to the Trade and Navi 


from thence I acquainted you, that in my hum 
ble Opinion, the Abuſes therein complain off 
could neither be prevented nor reforms an 


poſition to: bs E. T- n Y's Intereſt; he Was 
fs fpenfed fromthe Exerciſe of of an y Employment 
1 that; Court, by a private Order Gizet ed to 
ra. wn Dias #riil\g#-9 1 
There are many more Articles contain 0 
in this Mezrorial againſt the 1, 
ihe wh which Iomit; it is ſufficient at pre- 
ſent to take Notice only, that the Perſon 


His Misfortune to find no Acceſs to the 
R— — B— and that neither the Me- 
marial nor the following Letter were e thought 
worth. — 
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Abſtract of a LE T TER concerning zh 
Officers of Admiralty i in N. 


ry the Repheſtiabion I Lately gave. in, I did 


with great Submiſſion obſerve to their 12 
that the Court of Admiralty eſtabliſpd in N. 


gation of the Country, proves at preſent an in 
tollerable Grievance, and in ſome of my Letter 


other way, than by appointing Men of Probity 
and Knowledge, and in all other Reſpe@s fith 
qualify'd to gere the ſeveral Mees, n 


th Court conſiſts. = 
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rie Ewig N e ind of Speech, 
hath been 2 notoriouſly Gwilty of 2 


Mot very few Caſes of any Lopörtance have bee 
broup br hefird Bim, wherein his Intereft hath 1 
over Tulell bjs Tadupent, Aud fran 75 Des 
ion in fron of 1he higheſt Bidder. In Jens 


Fiſdermen koncerning the Property of two 
N he rouk one to b to anſwer his 
wid 4 widled the other beimèen the con: 


2 ie eg Puyries, in Conſideration of 30 l. over 
id ck hte bis Cofty paid to bin by thoſe, who 
w 0 Juſtice were entitled to no Share at all. He 
d wot be prevail d with to proceed to a Cen- 
vi. low mretlon” of Captain, smart 5 Prizes, before. be 
2 Was afſur Nerd uf receiving 40ʃ. an taking Ad- 
Pri vanta of the Niffe 66% hetwren the Govern 
ny wry ef Fain it, he refus'd. at Loft to- give 
9 Dated; "without a larger Preneiem, viz. 4 
n) * of N laret, id. 4 of; 
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cations made to hin by the contending Parties 


aſe of by bis Maſter in committing many of thoſe 


Court, whilſt the , Perſon who. ought to be the 
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d for wee Tron; French 
Brandy, and Irith, Freeze contrary to Law, in 


Conſideration, of having alen d over to hin, 
it. if beliey d; two Men-Servants, val ed at 


Ireen . DN k 
Y. 15 each. To theſe and many more undenu; 


Ne J. nſtances of Bxibe ry may. be added at ber 
Parts of his Conduct, not only unbecoming, ;but 
with Submuſſrop entirely inconſiſtent with the 
Chara*er- of an upright Judge; namely, \ his 
ſolliciting, and drawing wexetions. Suits hefe 
him only for the ſafe of Coſts, and encouraging 


Vor that end Attorneys and gthers. to create 
Quarrels betmeen Sailors and their, Maſters.z his 


adviſing, Parties privately, both . before. and du 
ring the Tryal how to proceed, Bit compounding 
for Coſts before Sentence, and altering. the Sen. 
tence after it is pronounced and ladged in Court 
ſeveral Times, according to the. ſeveral Appl 


Te a Regiſter, 1 the 5 Governors menial 
dy ervant, and the, immediate Inſtrument made 


Abuſes, . which I have . humbly repreſented 10 


them, the Warrants and Orders cumplain d of 


being commonly iſued out by the Regiſter, and 
conſequently. of greater Authority, ag coming 
frow legal, Officer, Nor is it to he expected, 
* 3 9d "0.4 3994 E 4 5 5 2 „ 9 .. 

that Fuſtice can be impartially adminiſter d in 


Hinge of it, is wholly under the Direction and 
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fice the Com „e. to his Ar iter Power. 
| att to theiMarſhal, 1 hate: often: mentiag 
Bin to gen in aq Letters at a tern currupt 
cer, boih in, the Cuſions: hauſe and Admiraiiʒ 
in which Baplapmenti the Governor. finds it 
gereſſary ta cautinue him, uatwit hᷣſtanding ther 
Lord/hips Omler tat be contrary, by Reaſon bis 
Warxants.\ far ſuing Ships. ayd-Gaod ere al- 
| cual be t 
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enmplain d in ( 


be Judge. too 
Matters of th 


Examination. oy” — i 
By this brief Deſcription, which I can 

and enlarge to a hundred particulars more, 
you may eaſily perceive what a wretched Court this 


muſt needs be, that is made up of ſuch Men- 
bers, with whom an honeſt Man would.think it 
4 Scandal Yb, att, in Nciety and how nnhapp 7 
the People who live within the Limits of its Ju- 
riſdiflions and as it is very unlilely, that 
theſe Offices, which have no Salaries annex d 

ns 


T lll 


+ 


rand of ne, who tnakes\no\Seruple-to fun, 


robe 


S 


2 8 


W 


N 
n lien from falle 
on Wein Neve ter would certainly expo | 
. I hops it will ſoemt reaſonuble, . 5 
e * u dreveeommended 5 Mes 
Beem in nhe (unt; an it 
being as triikely,” thet ron good: 
ih ty he berze their Duty, ſo long 45h 
=» by Vina of hir Power, 'overedives 
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